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EDITORIAL 


Errant minister 
in need of 
a gentle reminder 


The recent non-appearance of Dr. Bette 
Stephenson, Ontario Minister of Education 
and Colleges and Universities at the 
All-Presidents Conference at Canadore 
College in North Bay must be taken as a sign 
that once again something is seriously amiss 
in the relationship between students and the 
Ontario government. This conference is held 
about three times a year and is composed of 
student presidents and vice-presidents of 
Ontario’s 22 community colleges. It is a 
gathering of the elect and the elite, just the 
kind of people that would appeal to a Tory 
cabinet minister. 

Since only three of Ontario’s 22 community 
colleges have student bodies holding CFS-0 
(Canadian Federation of Students-Ontario) 
membership it would be foolish to think that 
such a gathering would be automatically 
hostile to Stephenson. After all, these 22 
students are also politicians. However, the 
minister refused to show up without 
providing even the feeblest of excuses. 

The only possible conclusion is that if 
Stephenson will not appear to address a 
gathering of student political leaders she 
cannot be in the least interested in what 
students, individually or collectively, have to 
say. Nor, it appears, does she really care 
whether students understand what 
government is doing, let alone her 
unwillingness to negotiate issues. 

This small, domestic comedy illustrates a 
rather serious principle of politics; 
politicians must be occasionally reminded 
that their job is to serve their constituents 
not dictate to them. Usually, the more 
powerful the politician the more powerful the 
reminder must be. Thus in Argentina or 
Nicaragua the only possible reminders were 
outright overthrow. 

No Canadian politician has yet acquired 
the power of a Somoza or a Galtieri so a 
much softer message is appropriate. Several 
years ago at York University some students 
reminded Bette Stephenson that we, Ontario 
post-secondary students, are her 
constituency and that she had better start 
listening if she didn’t want to be drowned in 
whipped cream. 

It seems that the lesson needs to be 
repeated for our errant and inattentive 
minister. 
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SPEAKEASY 

The march of marks 
"F's” are closing in 


As the year end draws ever closer, the only 
thing on most good students’ minds is how 
glad they are to be leaving school for the 
summer, or if they’re lucky, forever. 

Alas, if you’re anything like me, a champion 
procrastinator, ends of semesters mean a 
mad scramble to hand in all those dreary 
assignments you couldn't bring yourself to 
think about until now. 

You’ve all had your share of those boring 
classes you yawned through the few times you 
did attend. The courses you felt weren't 
relevant and probably aren’t. “No problem," 
you told yourself, “I'll get the work done 
sometime." The unfortunate thing about 
tedious chores is that you can only put them 
off for so long. 

I’ve tried ignoring the Fs on my progress 
report but they simply will not go away. I keep 
hoping that a guardian angel in the adminis- 
tration office will push the magic button on the 
computer and viola, all my problems will 
disappear. But two years have gone by and no 
miracles have taken place. The moment of 
truth has arrived. Somehow, I have to get 
those rotten credits myself. I mean, a diploma 
would be nice. 

The question is, of course, how to get that all 
important slip of paper using the least amount 
of effort, in only a few short weeks. Please 
don’t lecture me about study habits, time 
management, dedication and hard work. It’s 
much too late for all that. 

I already tried convincing my teachers that 
they’ve misplaced my various masterpieces, 
dutifully handed in months ago, but they 
cannot bring themselves to believe me. I 
guess they realize I'm not above telling the 
occasional white lie. 

Something will have to give. I'm beginning 
to lose faith in my superlative knack for 
lucking out at the last minute. Failing that, 
there are several alternatives open to de- 
speradoes like me. 

As a last ditch effort, I could kidnap my 
course co-ordinator. “OK, Murphy! It’s my 
diploma or your life! ” 

Or I could explain to Mary Hoffstetter that 
failure to receive all my credits would cause 
me such emotional trauma that I might let it 
slip about that memorable weekend we spend 
with the Hell’s Angels in Montreal. 

Or I could walk into Joe Martin's office, rip 
open my blouse and scream rape. If the 
situation becomes really hopeless I could 
re-anact I Don't Like Mondays, right here at 
Conestoga. If I don’t get to graduate, no-one 

Now, I certainly don’t want to be forced to 
take such drastic and anti-social measures. 
After all, I’m a rational, well-adjusted indi- 
vidual who is normally considerate of others. 
And I really don't want to place such a burden 
of guilt on the college and society in general. I 
can just see the headlines - “Quiet student 
turns maniac due to school pressures.” 

So I hope the powers that be will see fit to 
recognize my special needs and avoid any 
unfortunate accidents by taking it upon 
themselves to iron out this tiny problem. Just 
one simple memo, notifying whomever it may 
concern of a few minor grade changes, is all 
that’s required. 

I promise to then leave quietly, diploma in 
hand. Students, faculty and administrative 
staff will be left with their reputations and 
their lives intact and this reporter can save 
the afore-mentioned tactics for the first 
reasonable employer who refuses to give me a 


Books, Classes, Tests 
and Homework 

Is that all you want out 
of your college experience? 

There really is more to life with 
the Doon Student Association. 

Get Involved 


Represent your Program 
on the 1983-1984 

DSA BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS 

Nomination forms available 
in the DSA office 

Nominations close Tuesday, April 19 


Assistant to the DSA 
Activities Coordinator 

Responsibilities will include as- 
sisting the Coordinator with: 

1 planning Orientation 

2 organizing trips 

3 planning special events 

4 organizing Winter Carnival 

5 providing information to 
students, staff and faculty 

Students interested in applying for this position should 
submit a letter of application and resume to Janelle 
Zettel by Tuesday, April 26, 1983. 

Interviews will be conducted Wednesday and 
Thursday, April 27 and April 28 in the Activities Office. 





TheYear 

In 

Review 


No snow showed for the carnival.. 


. but on the first day of Spring ... 


Biggest ball of the year 


Me and the books and our 50 


Dracula would have starved 


It's not boring, really 
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IMPORTANT NEWS ABOUT THE 
CANADA STUDENT LOANS PROGRAM 

The Government of Canada is proposing changes in the Canada Student Loans (CSL) Act to help provide post-secondary 
students with financial assistance to pursue their education. 

Whal 

We propose to offer: 

• Guaranteed loans to needy part-time students to help cover the cost of tuition fees, learning materials, transportation and 
related expenses. 

• An interest relief plan for unemployed graduates to provide for the payment of interest charges due on student loans. 
Both full and part-time students would be eligible for assistance. 

• Increased weekly student loan limits to S100 from the current level of $56.25. 

When 

Our objective: the coming academic year. 

We intend to introduce legislation in Parliament shortly to make these changes to the CSL Act. 

The implementation of the proposed changes will require the co-operation of participating provinces and lending institutions. 
Where can you get more information? 

For more information on these proposals, write to: 

Office of the Secretary of State 
Ottawa, 

K1A 0M5 
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Canada 
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ION STUDENT ASSOCIATION & ATHLETIC DEPARTMEN 

AWARDS banquet 


Amos, DaSilva win top awards 



Motorcycle classes offered 



Have sword will travel 



handed sword combat, arch 
ery (longbow and crossbow! 



Profile of a Prof 







ENTERTAINMENT 


A great concert 
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SPORTS EDITORIAL 


Open wallet policy: 
a ruinous move 
in baseball 


Is George Steinbrenner ruining baseball? 

A lot of people think he is ruining the game 
with his open wallet policy and stacked 
offense that were all bought and paid for. 

But George is really proving that these 
free-agent teams are not able to stand up to 
the teams that use their own born and bred 

Past Yankee teams have always lost out in 
the end to a team that is laden with 
homegrown talent. Their division is loaded 
with teams that use their own talent; 
Baltimore, Milwaukee, Detroit and now 
Toronto have all used farm systems to 
develop their teams and all of them should 
finish higher than the over-paid Yankees. 

Each year the teams that are tops in their 
division are almost always the teams that 
have the best farm systems. Los Angeles is a 
great example - the Dodgers may have the 
best farm system in baseball and for the 
past 20 years they have been the dominant 
team in the National League. The Montreal 
Expos are another team that waited for their 
farm system to develop and then they 
became the best all-round team which proves 
they did not need those expensive free 

The Toronto Blue Jays have a future 
because they stuck with their own youth and 
refused to go out and buy a team. They will 
be a top team for years to come because all 
their players are in their early 20’s. 

It’s about time owners like Steinbrenner 
and Gene Autry in California learned that 
you cannot buy the World Series. 

Rumors out of Milwaukee say the Brewers 
are willing to give up Gorman Thomas for 
any Blue Jay starting pitcher. The Brewers 
are really hurting in pitching but Toronto 
should stay with what they have for this year 
at least. 

Cinncinati’s brightest new star is 
centrefielder Gary Redus who had 
run in his first game. The Reds are picaeu u» 
finish last in the National League West but 
look for them to show some ability and finish 
at least better than last. 

Toronto's new disignated hitter Cliff 
Johnston is adding some badly needed life, 
spirit and determination to the Blue Jays. 

His love of the game and raw talent should 
help Toronto in their run for a .500 season. 
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Summer fun at the centre 


be slightfy shorter, the Alhlet- Can/Am hockey training ca 
ic Complex will be open to will be in full swing. Pot 
students seven days a week skating will also be laugh! 
until August 31. July and August. Summer 

Though no organized actiyi- camps and ringetlc classes . 
ties are on the agenda for scheduled as well as a sumn 
students there will be several sports experience camp. So 
programs held throughout the you do decide to drop in ; 



